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Madame High Commissioner, distinguished members of the High Commissioner’s Delegation, colleagues,

The Comitato would like to express our great appreciation for your  outstanding work and the one of your Office and to warmly welcome you in Rome. There are many speakers on the list and as first speaker I will be brief and focused to one issue: the establishment in Italy of a NHRI in line with the Paris Principles.

The Comitato is today a network of 81 Italian NGOs, established in January 2002 with the specific aim to promote and sustain the legislative process for the creation of a “National independent commission for human rights”, in line with the standards promoted by the General Assembly of the United Nations endorsed in its resolution no. 48/134 December 20, 1993 and the Paris Principles. 

All the treaty bodies that have considered Italy since 2003 have raised the issue of the lack of a NHRI and recommend Italy its establishment without further delay. CERD applied the special follow up procedure on this matter, requesting the Italian Government to provide information about advancements and implementation made within the year following the 2008 CERD Concluding Observations. Such information due in March 2009 was never made public and is still unknown.

4 week ago in the context of the UPR Working group, 14 States asked Italy to establish a NHRI in line with the Paris Principles as soon as possible.

With reference to the political will of the Government to undertake the process to the establishment of a NHRI, even if there are important formal declarations made by the previous Prodi and the current Berlusconi Governments, upto now no real and concrete action has been implemented in such direction .

The Draft Bill formally announced by the Government in December 2008 was never disclosed or made public.

Too many times western countries, and Italy among them, assume they already assure human rights and fundamental freedoms and they might abstain from further enhancing the promotion and protection of all human rights or even from fulfilling new and ancient obligations they undertook within the international human rights law.

But just like any other country in the world, Italy, on one hand, is liable for human rights violations occurring either in its own territory or abroad in respect of both its nationals and non-nationals and, on the other hand, is liable for improving and enhancing human rights promotion and protection further and coherently.

Italy, just like any other country, cannot use double standards and is not safe from the risks of human rights violations and has to take human rights seriously as guideline and benchmark in its interior and foreign policy.

With reference to the Parliament, three Legislatures past during which many Draft Laws for the establishment of different types of National Commissions for Human Rights or Ombudspersons specific for some sectors (children, detainees, migrants) have had no concrete follow up. 

There is high risk that the draft law currently discussed in the Senate will end up in the same way.

The establishment of an independent NHRI in Italy is not considered urgent or priority matter.

There is a high risk that proliferation of initiatives for sectoral human rights mechanisms will postpone sine die or even put aside the establishment of an independent NHRI plenipotentiary and with broad mandate.

We would like to express our serious concern about national media completely ignoring the issue of NHRI. The exclusive focus given by national media to third country citizens or  Roma rights violations when serious violations of human rights are everyday occurring in many aspects of life in Italy- such as internal South/North juvenile migration, domestic violence, elder rights, health rights, poverty.

We would like to express our concern on how media did not stress adequately the seriousness of some statements made by some politicians during the debate in the Chamber of Deputies when the Draft Bill n. 1463 who publicly defined the establishment of a national human rights institution as an issue concerning “third world countries” and not “..in countries as Italy  with a high level juridical civilization, with a culture and tradition for order and the “right”, a NHRI is useless, plethoric and expensive…”.

We strongly hope that you can help us to recall to the Italian Government what expressly recommended by Paris Principles: the creation of a NHRI be carried out through a transparent, participatory and inclusive process with the civil society; 

We do recommend the Italian Government should avail itself of the Technical Assistance of your Office in order to obtain an A status.
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